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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 6, and 8 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saito {Japan Publication 10/198972}. 
Regarding claim 1 , Saito teaches: 

• An eccentricity detecting method of detecting an eccentricity 
between a first recording layer and a second recording layer of an 
information recording medium comprising the first recording layer 
and the second recording layer, each of which is for recording 
record information [abstract], said eccentricity detecting method 
comprising: 

• a detecting process of detecting at least one of first position 
information and second position information [§0027], the first 
position information indicating a position of each of at least two 
reference points [§0028, note that computing the rotation angle 
position eccentricity of a single layer would inherently require 
at least two measurements on the layer, also note fig. 4,] in one 
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recording layer out of the first and second recording layers, the 
second position information indicating a position of respective one 
of at least two target points [§0028, note that computing the 
rotation angle position eccentricity of a single layer would 
inherently require at least two measurements on the layer] 
which corresponds to each of the at least two reference points 
respectively, in other recording layer out of the first and second 
recording layers [§0027, note each layer is separately analyzed]; 

• and a calculating process of calculating the eccentricity, on the 
basis of the at least one of the first and second position information 
detected [§0027]. 

Regarding claim 2, Saito teaches: 

• a laser irradiating process of irradiating each of the at least two 
reference points with laser light and of setting a focus position of 
the laser light on each of the reference points [§0045]; 

• a layer jump process of performing layer jump by which the focus 
position of the laser light set on each of the at least two reference 
points is changed to the other recording layer [§0026]; 
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• and a position information detecting process of detecting the 
second position information by setting the focus position of the 
laser light on the at least two target points [§0034]. 



Regarding claim 3, Saito teaches: 

• wherein each of the first and second recording layers has a spiral 
or concentric recording track [§0014], 

• in said laser irradiating process, the focus position is set by 
performing tracking servo by which the focus position of the laser 
light is set along the recording track [§0027, focus servo means], 

• in said layer jump process, the focus position is changed, with an 
irradiating position of the laser light fixed, in such a condition that 
the tracking servo is open [§0027, "focus is switched...'], 

• and in said position information detecting process, the second 
position information is detected in such a condition that the tracking 
servo is closed [§0029]. 



Regarding claim 5, Saito teaches: 

• wherein an address value capable of specifying a position on the first 
recording layer is recorded in advance in the first recording layer, and an 
address value capable of specifying a position on the second recording 
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layer is recorded in advance in the second recording layer [§0028, 
memorized angular position information], 

• and in said detecting process, address information including the address 
value is detected as the first and second position information [§0028, 
memorized angular position information]. 

Regarding claim 6, Saito teaches: 

• wherein the information recording medium is a disc-shaped 
information recording medium [fig 2], 

• and each of the first and second recording layers has a spiral or 
concentric recording track [§0014], 

• and the first and second position information includes information 
indicating a radial position of the information recording medium or a 
track number of the recording track [§0023, rough seek 
operation]. 

Regarding claim 8, Saito teaches: 

• a difference calculating process of obtaining a difference between the first 
position information and the second position information [§0028, 
movement point calculation]; 
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• relationship calculating process of approximately calculating an 
association relationship between a position on the information recording 
medium and the difference, on the basis of the difference calculated in 
said difference calculating process [§0028, calculation memory 
measure between layers]; 

• and an eccentricity calculating process of calculating the eccentricity, on 
the basis of the association relationship calculated in said relationship 
calculating process [§0029]. 

Regarding claim 9, Saito teaches: 

• wherein in said detecting process, at least one of the first and 
second position information is detected [§0028, memorized 
angular position information]; 

• on the basis of at least one of a second association table and a 
second association equation each of which associates the address 
information with coordinate information indicating coordinates of the 
position on a recording surface of at least one of the first and 
second recording layers [§0028, memorized angular position 
information]; 

Regarding claim 10, Saito teaches: 
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• a first calculating process of calculating coordinates of a central 
point of the at least two target points, on the basis of the second 
position information [§0028, memorized angular position 
information]; 

• a second calculating process of calculating coordinates of a central 
point of the other recording layer [§0028, memorized angular 
position information], note each layer is calculated separately]; 

• and an eccentricity calculating process of calculating the 
eccentricity, on the basis of the coordinates of the central point of 
the at least two target points and the coordinates of the central 
point of the other recording layer [§0028, eccentric direction 
detection means]. 



Regarding claim 1 1 , Saito teaches: 

• wherein the information recording medium is a disc-shaped 
information recording medium [fig. 2], 

• and the at least two reference points are at least three reference 
points [fig. 4, A, B, C, D] distributed in an area with an angle of at 
least 180 degrees or more on the information recording medium 
[fig. 4, note point A to point C is more than 180 degrees]. 
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Claim 12 is within the same scope as claim 1. Therefore, claim 12 is rejected using the 
same reference and citations as those found in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saito in 
view of Ono [2004/01 25708]. 

Regarding claim 4, Saito does not teach: 

• wherein a time required for the performing of the layer jump and a 
time required for the setting of the focus position are equal, in each 
of the at least two target points. 

Ono does teach: 

• wherein a time required for the performing of the layer jump and a 
time required for the setting of the focus position are equal, in each 
of the at least two target points [§0035, note that the focus is 
achieved during the time-out wherein the layer jump occurs]. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time of invention to combine the method taught by Saito with 
the focus/jump timing of Ono because a normal focus jump 
determination can be made within the specific time-out period. 
[Ono, §0035]. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saito in 
view of Suzuki [2005/0041 546]. 

Regarding claim 7, Saito teaches: 

• wherein in said detecting process, at least one of the first and 
second position information is detected [§0028, memorized 
angular position information], 

Saito does not teach: 

• detection is based on at least one of a first association table and a 
first association equation each of which associates the address 
information with the information indicating the radial position or the 
track number. 

Suzuki teaches: 

• detection is based on at least one of a first association table and a 
first association equation each of which associates the address 
information with the information indicating the radial position or the 
track number [§0051]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/594,535 
Art Unit: 2627 



Page 10 



It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine the method taught by Saito with the address association of 
Suzuki because it would be possible to easily obtain one of an ADIP and a PSN 
from the other [Suzuki, §0056]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW J. SASINOWSKI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5883. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 7:30 to 
5:00, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on (571)272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance 
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from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ANDREW J SASINOWSKI/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



/TAN Xuan DINH/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 
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